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Two IVECO Stralis get young brothers into professional driving      

While some transport companies are struggling to attract young driving talent, Patterson 

Logistics is an exception, of course it does help when the old man throws you the keys to a new 

IVECO Stralis ATi. 

Company Director, Ian Patterson, has spent around 40 years in the industry, starting his career 

in the workshop before transitioning into driving and more recently in management roles.  

Things have now almost come full circle with Ian again spending time behind the wheel 

assisting 22 and 20 year-old sons Callum and Devon, operate two Stralis 6x4 ATi rigids for 

leading logistics company, Mainfreight. 

The two trucks feature Cursor 8 engines producing 360hp and 1,500Nm of torque and are 

coupled to Eurotronic II automated manual transmission. When combined with IVECO’s dual 

airbag rear suspension and a comfortable and quiet cabin, these Stralis models have all the 

hallmarks of an excellent metropolitan and regional hauler, according to Ian. 

“The trucks normally operate towards the top end of their weight range but the engine has 

plenty of power to handle the loads,” Ian said. 

“Being AMTs they’re easy to drive particularly in heavy traffic and the ride and handling is 

extremely good – inside the cabin it’s very nice, much better than similar-sized Japanese trucks. 

“Along with providing a supple ride, the rear airbags are also extremely handy when loading and 

unloading, we get about six inches of drop.”  

Both trucks operate in the greater Brisbane area with occasional country trips and feature 14 

pallet tautliner bodies with mezzanine decks to increase the versatility of the load space.  

Ian said that there are good opportunities for young drivers to earn an excellent income driving 

trucks, especially as owner-drivers. 

Callum spent three years as a forklift operator at Mainfreight where he learnt valuable skills 

about loading trucks and load restraint and positioning, before making the transition to driving. 

Younger brother Devon was at university when Ian came home from work one day in the Stralis, 

he liked the look of the truck and decided there and then that driving was more appealing than 

years in the lecture theatre, and he hasn’t looked back. 
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It seems that a liking of the Stralis’ modern styling and sleek cabin design runs in the family as it 

was the truck’s looks that initially also attracted Ian to the model. 

“I was driving line-haul at the time and stopped to fuel-up, there was a Stralis ATi at the petrol 

station as well, I liked the look of it and spoke to the driver,” Ian said. 

“He’d done well over 300,000 kilometres and his feedback was very positive. I later went to the 

dealership to take a closer look and was impressed with what the truck had to offer. 

“The Stralis presents a modern and professional image for both Patterson Logistics and that’s 

important to us,” Ian said. 

For the record, both Callum and Devon are paying off their trucks through the business, so no 

easy ride for them, and Ian now spends his time rotating between the two trucks assisting the 

boys on the longer days when required. 

    

     

IVECO Australia 

Iveco Australia manufactures and imports commercial vehicles spanning the light, medium and heavy duty truck 

segments and, under the Iveco Bus brand, buses and coaches. The commercial vehicle range includes on and off-road 

models beginning with car licence vans, through to road train prime movers rated at up to 140 tonnes GCM. The ACCO 

and Powerstar vehicles, developed and produced specifically for the Australian market, complement Iveco’s worldwide 

best sellers such as the Daily, Eurocargo, Trakker and Stralis. Iveco vehicles are ably supported by a dedicated network 

of 50 dealerships and service outlets strategically located nationwide, offering aftersales services that include extended 

warranties, roadside assistance and programmed maintenance contracts. 

 

Iveco’s Australian manufacturing base in Dandenong Victoria, represents a major investment in the local truck and bus 

industry. Iveco directly employs around 600 people nationwide and thousands more Australians in related industries, 

from retailing operations to component suppliers.  

 

Iveco Iveco is a brand of CNH Industrial N.V., a World leader in Capital Goods listed on the New York Stock Exchange 
(NYSE: CNHI) and on the Mercato Telematico Azionario of the Borsa Italiana (MI: CNHI). Iveco designs, manufactures 
and markets a wide range of light, medium and heavy commercial vehicles, off-road trucks, and vehicles for applications 
such as off-road missions.  
 
The brand’s wide range of products include the Daily, a vehicle that covers the 3 – 7 ton vehicle weight segment, the 
Eurocargo from 6 – 18 tons, the Trakker (dedicated to off-road missions) and the Stralis, both over 16 tons. In addition, 
the Iveco Astra brand builds off-road trucks, rigid and articulated dumpers as well as special vehicles.  
 
Iveco employs close to 21,000 individuals globally. It manages production sites in 7 countries throughout Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Oceania and Latin America where it produces vehicles featuring the latest advanced technologies. 4,200 sales 
and service outlets in over 160 countries guarantee technical support wherever an Iveco vehicle is at work. 
 

For further information about Iveco: www.iveco.com 

For further information about Iveco Australia: www.iveco.com.au 
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For further information about CNH Industrial: www.cnhindustrial.com  

 

Media Enquiries: 

 

David Garcia          

IMA-WPP Group          

T: 61 409 805 389          

Email: david@imab2b.com        

                                                                          

 

 

 

http://www.cnhindustrial.com/

